
Beehive Basin, West side

Date
Sun, 12/20/2020 - 15:41
Activity
Skiing

Kicked off a larger than expected cornice as we skinned up the ridge on the W side of Beehive basin. Wind was
blowing 20-ish across the opening, cornice had grown pretty good-sized for so little snow. I was making a turn
on skins to get back away from the edge when the cornice gave way, probably pulled 25 feet end to end and
broke a good 5 feet back from the lee edge of the cornice. I was able to get off the cornice and avoid going over
the edge. No activity on the slope below after cornice drop, which was encouraging, although there was a decent
hard slab that pulled out just below the ridge when the cornice dropped onto it. Pics attached for reference. Hard
slab on the edges was about 10" deep, some big chunks of cornice on the slope for any future riders.

Overall conditions were pretty crappy. Shallow pack; the deepest we had was 95cm with significant layers at
25cm and 60 cm (from surface). Lots of rocks and trees to dodge on the ski out.

Region
Northern Madison
Location (from list)
Beehive Basin
Observer Name
Garrett Stevens

http://www.chicagotribune.mtavalanche.com/node/23306

